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Cancel Culture

Cancel culture entails excluding an individual or a group of people from a socially shared
platform or a professional setting (Geran, 2020). It intensifies in the context of cultural conflict
and conflicting viewpoints or ideas. Cancel culture may occur offline, in person, or through a
social media platform. Regardless of the case, cancel culture is a massive blow to humanity
because it justifies hate and nurtures conflict and violence. People foster cancel culture
knowingly or unknowingly due to the misunderstanding of the entire concept. This situation
imposes a sense of controversy in the depiction of cancel culture. This essay seeks to justify the
actual role of cancel culture in society. Cancel culture is a justified way of responding to hate
because it punishes the perpetrator of a hostile cultural behavior or statement, which the victims
classify as hate.

Cancel culture is more than just a mentality because it intensifies in the actual societal
setting. Scalia (2021) stated that the public uses it to express their feelings through a social
environment. They force the responsible individuals to take timely action against the errant
members of society. Low-class individuals often value their culture as a unity tool (Scalia, 2021).
It imposes an immediate action against an individual, primarily a popular figure, whose actions
or ideas contradict a culturally united group (McGee, 2021). Society rejects the offenders
alongside their ideas. This depiction of cancel culture is expected in the entertainment industry,
where the host community cancels musicians' performances or trips (Scalia, 2021).

Cancel culture fights hate by holding the perpetrators accountable for their unacceptable
sociocultural actions (McGee, 2021). According to Pattanayak (2020), there is no specific
timeframe for holding the offenders culpable for their inappropriate actions. Most of the cancel

cultures occur when the power of the public against the perpetrator of hate increases (Latour et



al., 2017). For example, Kevin Hurt faced a social rejection in 2019 following his 2011
homophobic tweets. This incident forced him to resign from hosting the Oscar Awards program
(Holcombe, 2018). Some cancel cultures intensify almost immediately. For example, JK
Rowling, the author of Harry Porter, faced canceling almost immediately after issuing an idea
against the transgender community (Harrison, 2021).

The impact of cancel culture is based on the amount of hate society has for the offender.
In a problematic situation, family members and friends can unanimously boycott a product
(Scalia, 2021). Such actions make the canceled individuals feel cut off and lonely. Few instances
have been reported where the canceled individuals fall into depression or become traumatized to
the extent of considering suicide (Latour et al., 2017). Unmoderated cancel culture creates an
unconducive environment that does not support healthy debates or the expression of alternative
ideas.

In conclusion, cancel culture is hate-driven; it is used as a way of fighting hate. Cancel
culture entails thrusting an individual outside the professional or social settings. These settings
may include social media, online, or in-person social groups. Groups of people, society, or
individuals foster a cancel culture by excluding an individual with a divergent opinion. Excluded
individuals are denied the chance to apologize or make up for their behavior. They can also feel
depressed and cut off from the initially vital societal circle. Few examples of individuals who
recently experienced canceling include Kevin Hurt and JK Rowling, who expressed their
opinions regarding transgender people. Cancel culture has dire social implications. For example,
unmoderated cancel culture is harmful to sociological principles. It creates an unconducive
environment where people with different viewpoints cannot speak. This notion justifies how hate

drives cancel culture.
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